THE ORWELL YOUTH PRIZE

‘What I have most wanted to do...is to make political writing into an art’

Annual Report 2015 - 2016

THE ORWELL YOUTH PRIZE
The Orwell Youth Prize aims to inspire and support the next generation of politically engaged young writers.
Orwell’s values of integrity, truthfulness and fairness are an ideal foundation to introduce young people to the
power of language. His writings resonate with the young who can relate his focus on justice and deprivation
to their own experience.
So much more than just a prize, The Orwell Youth Prize offers young people a journey that progresses through
workshops provoking debate, to hearing from writers about the tools for effective communication. It is a catalyst
for young people to write about what they think and what they see, receiving feedback from mentors and
peers. Students from all backgrounds have an opportunity to discover and develop their talents and abilities
beyond the curriculum: and for those who want to change the world The Orwell Youth Prize offers a platform
where their voice, through their writing, can influence power.
Focusing on 13 – 18 year olds, there are three strands:

WORKSHOPS IN SCHOOLS

THE WRITING PRIZE

THE CELEBRATION DAY

We run workshops in schools
(the majority of which have a high
percentage pupil premium), led
by an experienced teacher and
incorporating a writer or journalist.
To ensure the workshops offer
deep and sustained impact they
run in pairs, with support in the
interim. The workshops lead into
the Writing Prize.

We run a prize for writing in any
form: entries in 2015 included
reports, poems, stories and
plays. To ensure that the Writing
Prize adds sustained value, and
doesn’t just recognize those
who already write well, every
entry receives bespoke written
feedback. The writing prize is
open to all young people, whether
or not they have participated in a
workshop.

The celebration day is an event
for everyone that enters the
Writing Prize. In addition to the
prize-giving ceremony, the day is
an opportunity to inspire young
people with writers’ seminars,
interviews with journalists, and
an opportunity to look round an
Oxford college.

PATRONS OF THE
ORWELL YOUTH PRIZE
Yasmin Alibhai-Brown
Joan Bakewell
Baroness Bakewell of Stockport

Richard Blair
George Orwell’s Son

Rt Hon David Davis MP
Peter Hennessy
Baron Hennessy of Nympsfield

Rt Hon Alan Johnson MP
Helena Kennedy QC
Baroness Kennedy of The Shaws

Nicolas Kent
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WORKSHOPS IN SCHOOLS
MICK CALLANAN
Delivery Director
Mick is an English teacher with 27 years’
experience, including many as an Advanced
Skills Teacher and Subject Leader for English
and Film, and a Masters in English Studies
from Goldsmiths College.

In 2015 - 2016, we have run 23 workshops in schools all over the country. The workshops are run by Mick
Callanan, our delivery director.
We also take a guest writer to each school – an author or journalist who can share skills and experience with
young people, and participates fully in the workshop.
The workshops use Orwell’s writing as a platform to get students thinking and writing about the issues which
afftect them. Generous support from Penguin means we can provide every student who participates with a
free copy of Orwell’s Why I Write from Penguin’s Great Ideas series.
The workshops are cross-disciplinary: whilst they are focused on writing, students discuss current affairs,
politics, history and ethics during the lively sessions.
Many workshops bring together students from different schools, allowing students to discuss their ideas with
peers from outside their usual school groups.

“you gain new ideas that aren’t
taught in the classroom”
Student

“it makes you question what
you know and how you’ve
thought before”
Student

Students left the workshop
“buzzing and more confident”
Fiona Burgess, Progression Coordinator

“I have thoroughly enjoyed it
and feel very inspired”
Student

“The workshop was fantastic
and the children were
unreservedly positive about it”
Caroline Simon, English Teacher
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WORKSHOPS IN SCHOOLS
Writers who have taken part in our workshops:

Alison Holt

winner of The Orwell Prize for Exposing Britain’s Social Evils 2015

Martin Chulov

winner of The Orwell Prize for Journalism 2015

Brian Cathcart

winner of The Orwell Prize for Books 2000

Delia Jarrett-Macaulay

winner of The Orwell Prize for Books 2006

Nick Mathiason

shortlisted for The Orwell Prize for Exposing Britain’s Social Evils 2015

Rebecca Omonira-Oyekanmi

shortlisted for the Orwell Prize for Journalism 2012 and 2015

Mark Townsend

shortlisted for The Orwell Prize for Exposing Britain’s Social Evils 2015

Dan Davies

shortlisted for The Orwell Prize for Books 2015

Marie Le Conte

journalist at the London Evening Standard and founder of Words by Women

James Ball

journalist at Buzzfeed, formerly of the Guardian and the Bureau of
Investigative Journalism

Stephen Armstrong

journalist, author of the ‘Unreported Britain’ series and The Road to Wigan
Pier Revisited

In 2015 - 2016, we have reached over 300 students
in 23 workshops across the country
Workshops have been held at:
•

Ashton Sixth Form College

•

Parmiter’s School

•

Xaverian College

•

Alexandra Park School

•

Westminster Academy

•

Elthorne Park High School

•

South Cheshire College

•

South Craven School

•

Oasis Academy Mayfield

•

Pilton Community College

•

Queens’ School

•

Banbury Academy

•

Sandbach High School and
Sixth Form College
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THE WRITING PRIZE
For the writing prize, entrants are asked to submit up to 1000 words, in any format, based around a theme.
Uniquely, the Orwell Youth Prize offers the chance to receive feedback on a draft before submitting a final entry
to the judges. Young people can send us their draft, and will receive personal written feedback on their writing.
Students in the UK aged 13 – 18 can enter the prize individually or in small groups of up to five.
This year, our theme is taken from Orwell’s The Freedom of the Press:

“If liberty means anything at all, it means the right
to tell people what they do not want to hear”
- George Orwell
LUCY THYNNE, aged 14, was one of the winners in the younger age category with her
poem ‘Anorexia joined our school today’
Anorexia joined our school today,
Her spindly legs poisoning every
step.
Few
Began to warm to her,
Show her round…
And slowly, she dug her way in,
The monster of eighty-pounds.
Anorexia joined our school today,
And smeared her gaze across
the lunch table.
More
Began to get her
Message,
The judging eye,
And slowly, food was pushed
Aside.
Anorexia joined our school today,
Her skeletal fingers picking away
at what we had known,
We became
Drunk,
On an ecstasy
Of jealously,
And slowly, she snapped our
bones.

The eyes of
Dr Eckleburg,
Her venomous words whispered
in our ears,
But she was no doctor, no nurse
And slowly, we caught her
disease and drank her tears.
Anorexia joined our school today,
Corrupted our Internet histories
and minds,
‘How many calories in
This, will it
Bloat my figure?’
‘My darlings,
Underweight is overweight – you
cannot stop’,
She’d reply,
And slowly, we would lap up her
lie.

Anorexia joined our school today,
And people began to accuse.
‘You’re
Doing this for attention!’ And
perhaps then
I saw I was blind. We loved her,
But did not like her:
Anorexia wasn’t a silly girl,
She was an epidemic of the mind.
Anorexia left our school today,
Perhaps she now felt exposed.
We’d sought for help and
Knew it now. So if
She ever starts to whisper to you,
Remember this:
Quick! Say your hasty goodbye,
Whatever she is saying,
It is not truth It is a lie.

Anorexia joined our school today,
She was always watching us,
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THE WRITING PRIZE
JAMES SWEETLAND, aged 16, was one of the winners of the upper age category with his
essay ‘Tribunal fees are the silent bedroom tax’ (an excerpt follows)
“When I sit down to write a book,
I do not say to myself, ‘I am going
to produce a work of art.’ I write
it because there is some lie that
I want to expose, some fact to
which I want to draw attention,
and my initial concern is to get a
hearing.”
In this quote, Orwell captures
the reason why I am motivated
to write. I believe that the best
writing derives from outrage, from
a sense that there is injustice
in society that requires urgent
action. Thus, it is the writer’s
prerogative, and responsibility,
to expose and promulgate those
facts or lies that he feels need
‘to get a hearing’. It is from
this standpoint that I wrote the
following article.
The introduction of tribunal fees
was a little covered but incredibly
important decision made by this
government. It is rare that any

piece of legislation manages to
disproportionately affect disabled
people, LGBT people, ethnic
minorities and women simply to
save a relatively small sum of
money.
Reading and learning about this,
I was struck by a profound sense
of outrage that a government
could act in such a callous way
towwages or disputes over
leave, cost £160 to lodge and
then £230 to pursue at a hearing.
Type B claims, which concern
discrimination or dismissal, are
even more expensive, costing
£250 to lodge and £950 to
pursue. Appeals cost £400
initially with another £1,200 for
the full employment tribunal
appeal. This policy is unlikely to
be reversed. UNISON’s judicial
review in July 2013 of this policy
was dismissed. A further request
for an appeal has been granted,
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but the likeliest route for their
abolition is political.
Tribunal fees were introduced for
two reasons. Firstly, they were
a crude tool used to encourage
businesses to create jobs. If
companies are aware that exemployees will have little facility to
complain if they are mistreated, it
affords unscrupulous employers
the opportunity to mistreat their
workers, thus saving money.
Secondly, it is another step to
weaken the influence of trade
unions in the British workplace.
Such an outcome has many
benefits for the Conservative
party: weaker unions leading
to
fewer
members
and
correspondingly lower incomes
for the Labour party. Equally,
the effect of weaker unions
is to create an increasingly
‘free’ labour market, providing
businesses with greater powers
at the expense of employees,
an important part of David
Cameron’s economic policy.
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THE CELEBRATION DAY
The Celebration Day 2015 was held at Pembroke College, Oxford, on 22nd June. Over 100 young people,
students, parents and teachers gathered together for a day of workshops, seminars, theatre, and interviews as
well as the announcement of the six winners of the Orwell Youth Prize.
Some of the country’s best writers and most prominent
politicians were present to give workshops and seminars to
the students in attendance
The day featured Alan Johnson MP and George Orwell’s son
Richard Blair in conversation with Professor Jean Seaton
about their experiences of Orwell, with TV presenter Rick
Edwards acting as compère and explaining his perspective on
young people’s engagement with politics.
In the morning, writers and broadcasters Martin Chulov,
Delia Jarrett-Macauley, Brian Cathcart, and Alison Holt led
workshops explaining the process behind their award-winning
work.
The Celebration Day also featured a one-man
performance of Animal Farm by Guy Masterson, and
tours for students around the College led by current
Pembroke students.
Vidya Ramesh, one of the winners in the upper
category, wrote about the experience:
“Entering the Orwell Youth Prize, receiving helpful
feedback and incisive critique from the judges, and of
course the Celebration Day itself, has given me the
confidence to seriously pursue writing as a possible
career. I must thank the Orwell Youth Prize for
presenting those awarded with a day’s work experience
at the offices of The Guardian. The day was conducted by Stephen Armstrong, journalist and author of the
acclaimed The Road to Wigan Pier Revisited. It was a valuable opportunity to learn from Stephen’s expertise,
as well as to practise writing at the hot-desk. Sifting through breaking news updates to devise a piece within
a thirty minute deadline was an absorbing experience – it propelled me out of my comfort zone to write about
the unfamiliar.
I hope to get involved in student journalism when I join university,
where I will be reading History. Animal Farm might teach that “History
repeats itself”, but in the years to come, we might find that history has
learnt much from George Orwell.”
Winners each received a copy of Orwell’s Collected Works (Penguin),
of Alan Johnson’s autobiographical This Boy (Bantam), and of Rick
Edwards’ book on engaging young voters None of the Above (Simon
& Schuster). Winners in the upper age category also received a days
work experience shadowing the journalist Stephen Armstrong.
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The Orwell Youth Prize is extremely grateful for the sponsorship and support of the
following individuals and organisations:
Richard Blair
AM Heath
Penguin Books
Oxford University Press
Miles Moreland Foundation
Loveday Charitable Trust
Pembroke College, Oxford
Anonymous Donors

THE ORWELL YOUTH PRIZE
‘What I have most wanted to do...is to make political writing into an art’

The Orwell Youth Prize is a registered charity number no 1156494 established under the auspices of
The Orwell Prize.
www.theorwellprize.co.uk/the-orwell-youth-prize/
@OrwellYouthPriz
www.facebook.com/OrwellYouthPrize
Correspondence Address: Virginia Woolf Building, 22 Kingsway, London WC2B 6LE
Registered Address: Greyfriars Court, Paradise Square, Oxford OX1 1BE

