| Wed-Ying Zhang, 35
| When Shanjinal-sam Zhang

| w10, govemmant officials

| visited her school and chose

‘ har to Jaln Chine's grusling

l rration! bhliet trafning
progrum. "Besng chosen was

| & grent honar, So i wes hard to
reluse,” she says. Shihad to
fearve Bome mnd sthdy dance

| for 12 lowrs a day, “Tha |

| roimen wiss S0 tough that the
trainees oftan held mass crving {
gasaons? But 2hing sostt
wias worth iL She became a'ton
ballorina with the Shatigral -~
Baillet, trriveod thes world, and




MANUAL LABORER
Hongyan Chen, 38
| Motheroftwo Chen eles oul
| a lving in Shenzhen, China's
| premier manufactuning city in
| the south, recycling the tons
| of garbage produced by ropid
| development. She eams 20
’ ceits for a Kiko of plastic bottles
| ang 51 for every 100 paper
| sacks. it's dirty, exhausting
| worly but ahe mikes pust
onoigh to survive. she says )
It'5 & legaay of communism
thast Chirkese: women pitch in ‘
¢ withmanual kahor as meonas,
| I nat mote il men.

P =SEEEES S

~—

With 1.4 blllion cltizens,
mainland China is the world's
most populous country—and
home to one in five women
on our planet, from rice
farmers to multimillionaires.
Photographer Kate Peters
and writer Abigail Haworth
capture a portrait of

a nation in dramatic flux
through 15 women
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HIGH-CLASS MISTRESS
Yixuan Wang, 29

{* MRNPITE TEGTRESES (Of
Binkabines) W long boen
s smnol for rich Chinese
M TS ractice was stamped
St unter communism, but #'s
Btk with a vengennce as the
country modermizes. Wang, an
exotie dancer from the freesdng
narthem eity of Harbin and

| ahown here in an upscals

Beung shopping cen
1o the capital in her earlp 20S
g Nas hean an enal, or

“secand wile," ever since, Hel
string of mamed boytnends Bns
bought her luxury homes, cars,
and designer clothes. But t'sa

sbompetitve business. At only
29 Wang hasa nad numesoes
cosnplic procedures, Incliding

+ hrpast and eyedid suupery, to
holp Skoop hor looke.”™




ETHNIC MINORITY

Rena Arkon, 22

Arveen DElongs to the Maslim
Uighur ethnie minority based in
tha narthesn sSmsaUtonamsLs
pravinoes of Xinjisng. The Utgnut
people have thislr ownl language
nnd distinotive clothing, food,
and muse BThre alnshus with
tha msjority Chinese have
erupted frequently. Arken |8
currortly astudent i Seling
majoring In media and PR She
loves her Ulghur heritage and
tarms extra cash by Singiog
nrd dancing al woddings in
traditiomal dress “Its hinng

to kaap my identily i modermn
Chira, bt 'm doetermined o
try.” she says.
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BRIDE ‘

Shuiywan Chon, 22

With 10 mmifllion woddings

2 your, T CHIEESE 1o
mdustey 48 DOWWOITH an
eqtimated SHT HIRon, Chen's
{avish nuptials 10 ot collepd
gweetheartwara typicol lonsn
urban aducated souple: Thigy
colehrated with @ hanquet for
600 guests coating aimeost ,
550,000, Setore agresing td
tie thig ol mast moden
hndas insist thelr fancis
hava a high sitlary and owi)
an apartment. Chon, an
neecountant, lecked oul-hot
new husbnnd's famity owpss
et antire 1 4-floor apartmsnt
SUging (n Sherzhen. The

g nside? Her mothec il

ves abgve them . l
.‘
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LEFTOVER"
» WCAREER GIRL
Slindsey Ma, 29
S Madms a0 MBA fro
univernity in Conadh
and works at her aunth
successiul cashmero
clothirg firm in Bedjing
Sha's smart, protty, and
alimy, but she can't find
o suttoble husband
bogause sho's such o
high schiovor. Sha s
an of a rising numbaer
of shorg nu, or “laftover,”
wthian coreer womer.

| SELF-MADE TYCOON

| Qin Wei, 33
Wel grew up in a modest
household with ber
schooltoucher parents

| atpanich With two

| harnes and o degigner

. wardcobe. China hios the
word's grostest numiber

of selfmade fomnle

Billiorires. ") j 3; obe

o0k of thom™ says W
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| MIGRANT FACTOR
| WORKER
| Mirlie Fu, 21
| ke milllons of w
| froem tha country
| left her homein ¢
| stuthwest Ching
| wotk in the manul ..
hith of Shanzhan, A3 ~ == '
| found a job in n jol
| faatory and lives of
| adormitory with 18
othar workers, S
i» S200 & monthy, hd
L | which she senos
‘ halp hor mpover
| parnts.

M rv-‘..'.'
-3

T —

S | A i ™a =

ssounty :
ing the pesca.in
the local hutangs, ar
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RICE FARMER

U Liang, 30

Liang, & mothes of three from
the rurat Guangs) provinee,
lives & hard lifs dluring harvost
saas0n, working Intha flalds
from imidday urtll 4 5.m,,
when sne and nes usbano
t=ka thels crop (o market to
gell, Then they havo just o faw
hours of sleep before starting
the cycie agaln. Lintil & few
yEars agn, nus Chiness
waomen had ong of the world's
highest sultide rates, ofton
ending their lves by drinking
pesticide. Suicides hove
fallen rEeantly dun 1o growing
numbers of tural worman
ITIEFRYNE to OUEsS for wark,




LESBIAN COUPLE

Mandy Duan (left), 26,

and Cat Liao, 25
Homosexuality = sUll viewed os
a slakness in Chinesa sooioty
Dusn, a graphic designer, and
nar girifiena, Lino, a shop clerk,
noth isft thelr nometowns for
Beljing, wnese there aro growing
UNGerEIoUng Support networks,
Thiay met 3t a leshian gatherng
and have been dating fora year,
It's still cammon for gays to
marny straight spousas to hice
thair sexuaity, At18, Linag's
parents discovered shie was gay
and forcea nes to marry @ man
Now divarced, she had to glve
Hp custody of her daugntsr to
her ex-husband. There are

n few posdwve signs of gay
noceptanca, howavar, such os
the recsnt [ifting of a state ban

| on Ieshinns giving blood.

i~
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